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expectations and was soon taking
me and a few chosen friends out
to bash the whiting around the
inside wrecks.

While she looks fairly traditional
above the waterline she has
none of those concessions to
modernism, which quickly date
and look naff. Under the surface is
a contemporary and efficient hull
design. She is a pretty boat with
exceptionally good control and
economy over a quite wide range
of speeds.

The cuddy, relatively high
freeboard and free draining decks
keep her high, dry and safe.

| fitted 2 60hp Yamaha 4
stroke outboard, which givesall
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i the power the boat needs, and
although she was built to take up
to S0hp engines | have never felt
that | have needed more.

The Yammy' gives me good
control at trolling speed and seems
to burn 0.2 gallons per hour at
1,000 rpm and | guess does about

Pushing her on, at 2500 rpm she
reaches about nine knots and is
consuming about nine miles per
gallon. At this speed she behaves
impeccably and provided thereis
no tide against her, sheis at her
optimum efficiency.

When the throttie is pulled back
she climbs quickly on to the plane
| and at 4,000 rpm she reaches 16

17 miles to the gallon at this setting.

knots and is buming about 2.2 gph,
giving about 7.2 mpg.

She seems to be able tocope
well with any sea you would want
to be out in at this speed but is
inclined to fall off and on the plane
inuneven seas.

Conditions permitting, further
accelerationis swift and at 5,000
rpm she is steaming at 25 knots
and is burning about 3.3 gph (but
giving about 7.5 mpg). This is her
most efficient cruising speed and
a trip to the Eddystone (11 miles)
takes about 36 minutes when the
sea is smooth or slight.

My logs show that | burnan
average of 18 litres on these trips.
leaving a good safety marginin the

Atthewheel
Happiness is owning
yourown boat-anda
good ‘uninto the bargain.

tank, but the aft locker has space
for two 25-litre tanks.

| have developed the system of
keeping one full fuel tank on the
boat and taking the partially used
one away to fill up, rotating them
on each trip. This way | always set
out with 50 litres, enough for five
hours’ continuous motoring, and at
20 knots this gives her a potential
range of about 75 miles.

On a fiat sea additional power
and some adjustment of the tilt
will see her reach 32 knots and
anumber of trials in different
conditions seem to confirm that
this is her top speed.

But coming off any wash at this
velocity is a bit uncomfortable,
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